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The entries of marriages mention only the family name and
first name of the bride and groom and of the father of
each. In the lists of deaths we find only the family name
and first name of the father and again not always that.
The registers kept by M. Groult, curé of Cherbourg, from
1628 to 1668, written entirely by his own hand, mention thie
baptisms, marriages, and burials, performed at Cherbourg,
both at the church of the Holy Trinity and at the chapel of
the chiteau; but nothing affirms positively that before 1628
the clergymen of this chapel were not alone commissioned
to keep note of the persons who were baptised, married and
buried. May it not be that such was the case of Thomas
Nicolet, Margaret Delamer, and their son Jean? We can
affirm nothing, deny nothing, in this respect, since the rec-
ords of the chapel of the chateau, which was pulled down
in 1689, have not for a long time been in existence.

I have likewise sought the marriage contract of Thomas
Nicolet and Margaret Delamer, and for that purpose have
turned over from three to four thousand different docu-
ments, kindly placed at my disposal by M. Druet, a notary
of Cherbourg — documents which were signed by M. Druet,
royal tabellion, and his colleague M. Francois Landrin, from
1580 to 1603. Ihave indeed found numerous marriage deeds
but not the one I was seeking; although it was in this in-
terval from 1580 to 1603 that there was the greatest number
of chances to discover it. I can even say that in all these
deeds in which the Nicolets figure many times, I have seen
but a single time (May 10, 1593) a“ Thomas Nicolet, bourgeois
of Cherbourg™; it must however be observed that there
were at Cherbourg other notaries than M. Philip Delamer,
and their minutes have been scattered or lost, There is
nothing which says that the contract in question was not
drawn up by one of these.

Canadian historians, as I said before, make Cherbourg
the birthplace of Jean Nicolet, probably on account of the
declaration that he made en arriving in Canada, that he
came from Cherbourg, that he was from Cherbourg; but
does this declaration specify that he was born in the city;
or indeed, in saying that he was from Cherbourg, a city



